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Gradually many of the others will follow, but before they
do, before they are forgotten, before a new generation
comes which knew them not, I come to sing their- Swan-
song to you who have known them and loved them as I
have. -

I am well aware that there are many omissions and
many shortcomings in this paper, but I shall welcome any
information from members and others which will assist
me in compiling a further paper on the subject.

Before any deseription can be given of the ferries of
the past thirty years—‘‘our ferries’’ so to speak—the story
of the development of ferry services during the preceding
century must first be told.

Transport across Sydney Harbour by boat dates from
the very earliest days of the settlement, and it was not
long before a more or less regular service of ships’ boats
travelled between Sydney and North Shore, to aid settlers
in sceking succulent grass for their stock and the coarser
grass for thatching, both of which grew there in greater
profusion than on the southern shore. '

~ But the young colony was not very long in being
when the outpost at Rose Hill was established, and com-
munication between therc¢ and Sydney had to be main-
tained. Being a nautical community, this was arranged
for . first by ships’ boats, and any attempt at road
communication was frowned on by those in command.
But ships’ boats belonged to the ships, and, as these had
to be sent away within a short time of their arrival, the
uncertainty of having a boat available when required
" éonstrained Governor Phillip, in spite of his instructions
not to permit shipbuilding, to construct one locally, for
the special purpose of establishing regular communication
with the distant settlement at Parramatta.’ o

"Instructions issued to Phillip dated April 25, 1787,
read :i—

Whereas it is eur Royal intention that every sort of intercourse -

between the intended settlement at Botany Bay or other place which
may be hereaffer established on the coast of New South Wales and
its” dependencies, and the settlements of our East India -Company,
as well as the coast of China, and the islands situated in that part

of the world,, to which any intercourse has been established by any -

European Nation; should bé prevented by every possible means

}within five years of the
“Jthese, those who regu

Y

311; is our Royal Will and Pleasure that you do not on any account

¥ allow ‘craft of any sort to be built for the use of private individuals

" which might enable them to effect such intercourse, and that you
' do prevent any vessels which may at any time hereafter arrive at

. f the ‘said settlements from any of the ports before mentioned from

‘having any communication with any of the inhabitants residing
within your government, without first receiving a special permission
from you for that purpose.

- Accordingly on December 30, 1788, the keel was laid
of a ten-ton ferry, to be known as The Eose Jrill ]’qcket,‘
in a boathouse built for the purpose about.-on the site of
- the present Custom MHouse, that was afterwards allotted
to Rev. Richard Johnson as the only place available ’for
' divine service. . v

Built of local hardwood, the"Rose-Hill Pgcket was
rather heavy and unwieldly, and wlhen after’ bgl_vng_}l;g.ggc‘hed
[on October 3, 1789, she took up her run, she was.more
| frequently known by her. nick-name, 'The Lump, than b?r
her official title. ~ Unfortunately ne picture of Austrah'a S
{first shipbuilding venture is extant; so we ‘know nothing
for certain 'of lier- appearance. Indeed very little is
recorded ‘of this remarkable vessel ; she 1s noted as nee'dmg
| repairs in September, 1800, but after that She entirely
disappears from the records. N
it would seem, too, that Phillip still further dls_re-
{garded the Royal Will and Pleasure in the ycars whieh
followed, for not only were several keels laid for Govern-,
e o ki ned D vattable for hire

i privately-owned boats became av: )

| ore ot 1 establishment; of the eolony.  Of

to enter a bond for the due performance of their duties.
The amount of this bond -was £50 for the licensed waters.
Yman hifnself and £25 for each man employed by him.

‘{Prior to the introduction of these regulations, passenger
Aboats like the Government punt for the transport of
h‘ez‘niy cargo came and went ;it the cap.rice of thfnr owners, -
.$or depended on the vagaries of the wind and tide. But
k Wﬁh the ilice‘r(iging of approved boatmen they were ordered

§t0 leave éach’end daily at 11 o’clock a.m.

A ;‘.';De'spit,e.;the Royal ban, shipbuildingmontin_ued, w.ith'
Jthe boats being made larger to meet the: needs of increasing
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purces’ they - were

larly plied between Sydxley”f andw
‘4 Parramatta were obliged to be licensed and their owners:
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of people travelling by them ma
. in vy be gathered from the
fact that, in addition to those travelling by vehicle punts,

ete., over forty million passengers per annum were carried

on the cross-harbour ferries in th i i
' I ¢ year immediately pre-
1e)edlng the opening of the Bridge. And what a ﬂ}eize}c) (?f
Agats was mnecessary to transport them—Kummulla
areela, Kanimbla, Koree, Kubu, Koscuisko, Kai-Kai, tt;

name only some of them, all havi i i
o Formtton i , ng passed into the Limbo

So far no mention has been made of water-

to the soujch shf)re of the Harbour, but it, toob?ﬁﬁi;tt?afﬁvz
its place in this story.  The posting of a lé)ok-out and
Slgna} Station at South Head in January, 1790, with the
estabhs_h_ment of a fishery under the coh:crol o% ““Pilot”’
Barton in 1792, and the ercction of a fire-beacon in 1793
made some sort of communication essential, and as thé»
roaq was not constructed until 1811, this m{lst have been
carried on b_y boat. Like the Parramatta establishment
in the first instance, this was probably effected by ships’
boats, but, like that run again, locally built boats mﬁst
soon have beeq utilised for the purpose‘. I have not been
able to ascer‘taln what these boats were, but as the southern
foreshores did not lend themselves to cultivation the need
for ferry services was not felt after the building of the
road. Governor Maequarie, however, who was responsible
for the road, was also responsible for starting the fashion
of picnics at Watson’s Bay, and so when steam boats
commenced to run “‘tourist’’ trips on Sundays, Watson’s
Bay. was sometimes included in the list of plaées visited
anpus tugs took passengers there during the ’fifties and
hsustles, ar‘ld regular trips were run on Sundays and
ohd@ys to this delightful rendez-vous,’’ in which a
promme’r’lt part was taken by ‘‘the favourite steamer
Herald. . The Black Swan was another of ‘the boats
engaged in this service, and no doubt others will be
remembered by some members of this Society.

When the building erected originally as a Custom
Hoqse, and which still forms part of the Vaueluse Couneil
Qhambers, was converted into an hotel, it had many attrac-
tions to offer tr%ppers, ineluding a menagerie and a bowling
alley. Egrly in the ’eighties a regular service was inau-
gurated with mosning and cvening trips daily, and more:
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frequently at week-ends. The Swansea and the Golden
Rose were prominent in this activity, and two steamers
more than sufficed for the purpose even when regular day
trips were instituted.  Later in that decade an opposition
company, under the aegis of the late Sir John Robertson,
was started under the name of The Watson’s Bay and
Sonth Shore Steam Ferry Company. This company ran
the Bee and the Oceana, and made calls when required at
Darling Point, Double Bay, Rose Bay, and to ships lying
at anchor. In 1887 the Courier was added to the fleet,
and soon after her advent, the opposition—that was
Harmer's original ferry—disappeared. By this time the
population of the “Bay’’ justified a more or less through
service, and, as the cable tram to Ocean Street and a ‘bus
serviee to Point Piper had made their appearance in the
very early ‘nineties, the South Shore wharves were dis-
continued.

Various interruptions, however, occurred at intervals
to disturb the time-table. The Courier, for instance, was
taken off every time a P. and O. mail steamer came’ in,
being used thus to land the passengers and mails. She
was frequently let for pienics, and Watson’s Bay had tor
go without or be satisfied with a tug or other down-and-out
whieli could be hired for less than the Courier was making.
With the subdivision of the Vaucluse Estate, however, the
inereasing traffic called for larger boats and better con-
ditions.  The little old Bee gave place to the Bald Rock
that was purchased from the Old Balmain Company.
(The Bee went to Brishane under her own steam to engage
in river traffic there.) About 1901 or 1902 the King
Edward was placed in commission, and the Oceana was
sold to the Mauning River Ferry Company. She was
wreeked on the Manning bar on her way to take up her
new duties.  (To give an idea of the size of these boats,
1 must point out that the dimensions of the Oceana’
were 64 feet long and 16 fect beam, whilst she drew
about five feet of water and was fitted with a 10 horse-
power engine.  She carried about two hundred passengers
when fully loaded. The Bee was about half the size and
the Courier about twice the size of the Oceana.)  Later-
additions to the Watson’s Bay steamers were the Vaucluse,
the ill-fated Greycliffe, and the Woollahra. The whole
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fleet was afterwards t '
eet was 1 aken over by the Sydney Ferri
%hlzmstéag;_cand. varlol}lls boats of their fleet have m};.intzli‘rﬂfs
1¢e since, though at the present time th i
regular time-table to Watson’s B he older boate
. f the older b
the Bald Rock went to Melb o © o ot
] ourne for the Willi 1
run; the Courier is still on Syd H omed of
her cabins and fittings, towi T lienters 0 Sripped of
the mighty fatlen gs, towing lighters. Alas, how are

There remains now only Manly to consi ithi
‘scope of th_ls paper.  Like Watsf)’n ’s Iga}srldﬁa\xrll;hﬁ t:::
its communications with ships’ boats dating’ from the tigme
‘of Captain Phillip, but as Manly itself and the intervenin
»eountry wats‘ not suitable arable land, the place was onlg
’us}?d as a “‘port’’ by the few who went to Pittwater by'
other _than the road or by sea via Broken Bay. The ferry
established hy Kerrins in 1830, already noted, would seerilr
to have been the first regular service, and, v:'hile the un-
godly may have visited Mauly on the Sunday and holiday
-excursions by the various steamers engaged in that trade
;‘; ~would appear that the village did not get regulazi
i 1ps even on Sundays until the 'fifties, when the Newcastle
7 oats made a trip there much as they do now on Saturdays
to the Hawkesbury. Later in the decade other boats
-%I;LteI:eBd Into the rpnning, making early and late trips
Fhe Brothers Tan in 1854, os also did the Black Swan,
! nd,i(:gtam 'Herald in the next two or three years. A:
‘rzgular: was formed to exploit the possibilities of a
'week-endser‘:;leg ‘i;/l(ér%r dgy, with an improved time-table for
‘the Black’Swan andoirsetg:;lgb?z%tee(.l thereln were pl'lnCIQally

In 1858 the regular steamer ran so successfully th
i}}e eharned £1600 ix} three months, not including hoﬂdtxy?
F s %{ e result 0£ this venture a public meeting was called
tor arch 1, 1859, to complete the formation of a eompany
to be known as the Brighton and Manly Beach Steam
Ferry Company, with a capital -of £15,000 in £10 shares,

Three weeks later ‘“The fast Iron Paddle St '
é’}?gz{tom(;’ was offered‘ for sale in the Sydney Spg?)i;'esl.‘
She v Sasmescrlbed as:— ‘A double header with five rudders,
ueams 14 statute miles per hour, suitable as a ferry
S 0 North Shore, Balmain, Cremorne, Manly Beach

rramatta, or Macleay River. Unequalled  in thé
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Colonies.  Length 120 ft. beam 13 ft. draught 3 ft. 5.7
Her shallow draught made her an unpleasant boat in which
to travel across the Heads, and how she came from
Melbourne under her own power is a miracle—it could
have been no pleasure trip. In satisfying the demands of
the Manly scrvice she was joined in the early 'seventies.
by the Mystery and, later still, by the Emu, of which
mention has been made.

Passing rapidly over the years, we come to the
formation of the parent of the present Port Jackson Ferry:
Company, which combined ferrying and towing services.
Their tugs comprised the Port Jackson and Irresistible
(screw) and the Commodore (paddle); the ferries were
the Fairlight and Narrabeen, to be joined later by the
Brighton. On Sundays and holidays the tugs were
pressed into the ferry service, too. In the early ’nineties.
competition arose between the Port Jackson Company and
the newly formed Manly Ferry Company. Almogpeany-
thing which would float was utilised to convey passengers.
to Manly at absurdly low fares. Such competition could
not last for long, and, a compromise having been effected,
the two companies amalgamated to form the present.
company.

The new steamer Manly was constructed on the latest
lines and capable of making a fast trip between Sydney
and Manly, and from that time on progress has been
rapid both as regards the ferry and the suburb. The-
Kauringai followed the Manly, and these, with the paddle-
wheelers, sufficed for a while, but soon the demand for
faster and larger boats necessitated further additions to
the flect and the withdrawal of the slower paddle-steamers.
The later boats included Barrenjoey, Balgowlah, Burrabra,
Bilgola, Bargoola, and the two latest additions, Dee Why
and Curl Curl.

Before concluding, some reference should be made to-
the vehicular ferries over various portions of the Harbour..
Weé have already seen the establishment of the punt at.
Abbotsford and its gradual movement down stream, until
it became the Bedlam ferry, to be superseded in its turn.
by the Gladesville Bridge. Ryde punt came next, and it
is still running, though it, too, will be relegated to the
limbo of forgotten things when Huntley’s Point Bridge is.
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